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Medical	  impoverishment	  
	   150 million cases of catastrophic expenditure from medical costs alone1 

1Xu, K., Evans, D. B., Carrin, G., Aguilar-Rivera, A. M., Musgrove, P., & Evans, T. (2007). Protecting households from catastrophic health 
spending. Health Aff (Millwood), 26(4), 972-983.  



What	  is	  needed	  
•  Definition of catastrophic expenditure. 

•  How much are people spending on surgery? 

•  How many people spend more than the threshold? 
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Catastrophic	  expenditure:	  definition	  
	   An expenditure of more than: 
•   10% of total expenditure 
•   40% of “post-subsistence” expenditure 
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Results	  
	   150 million cases of catastrophic expenditure from medical costs alone1 

	   33 million cases due to surgical disease2 

o 81 million if non-medical costs are included 

1Xu, K., Evans, D. B., Carrin, G., Aguilar-Rivera, A. M., Musgrove, P., & Evans, T. (2007). Protecting households from catastrophic health 
spending. Health Aff (Millwood), 26(4), 972-983.  

2Shrime MG, et al. (2015).  Catastrophic expenditure to pay for surgery worldwide:  a modelling study.  Lancet Global Health 2015 3:S38-S44 



Who’s	  at	  risk	  of	  impoverishment?	  

3·∙7	  billion	  people	  



Who’s	  impoverished	  by	  surgery?	  



Who’s	  impoverished	  by	  surgery?	  



QUESTIONS?	  


